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BEHIND THE TROPHY

The insecure career path of Hong Kong’s retired athletes
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GOVERNMENTH

HERITAGE BUILDINGS' VARYING FATES

Only some of Hong Kong's historic buildings have been put to good use

The Old Stanley Police Station, the oldest
remaining police buildingin Hong Kong, is
now usedasasupermarket, despite being
declaredamonumentin 1984.

“Itiskind of sad thata buildingwith sucha
longhistoryisnotbeing utilized properly,”
said Mr. Hughie Doherty, whoownsanart
studioin Stanley Market.

Inorderto “strike a balance between
sustainable developmentand heritage
conservation,”the government has been
carryingout the "Revitalizing Historic
Buildings through Partnership Scheme”,
whichwasintroduced in 2007.

Underthe multi-million dollar project,
non-profit making organizations (NPOs] are
invited torevitalize selected government-
owned buildingsinthe form of social
enterprises.

Despite the renovation works that have
beenunderwayforyears, manypeople seem
unaware of the changes happeningaround
them.

The Tai Po Old Police Station, whichis set
tobecomea ‘Green Hub for Sustainable
Living’,induced barelyarippleinthe
neighbourhood.

“I'thoughtthe buildingwas still
abandoned”, said Mr. Gordon Hui, 29, a Tai Po
residentfor22years. “No one said anything
aboutit.ldidrememberreadingaboutthe
revitalization scheme, butthat'saboutit.”

Similarly, Fong Yuen Study Hallin Tsuen
Wan, one of seveninthefirst batch of
buildingsinthe scheme, is currently
undergoing renovations to become a
“Tourismand Chinese Cultural Centre” cum
“MaWan Residents Museum”.

Ms. JoeyPang, a Tsuen Wanresident forall of
her21years, said shewas notevenaware of the
details ofthe Fong Yuen Study Hall renovation.

“I did notice that there were renovations
goingon, butldidn'trealizeitwas going to
becomeamuseum. Howwas I supposed to
knowwhen thereweren'tany promotional
efforts?” questioned Ms. Pang.

Dr.LeeHoYin, Directorof the Architectural
Conservation Programme atthe University of
Hong Kongandamemberof the Antiquities
Advisory Board, believesthat the lack of

1881THERITAGEINTSIMSHATSUIUSEDBETHEFORMERMARINEPOLICEHEADQUARTERS.

publicawarenessisnothingtobe concerned
about.

“Therevitalization schemeisstillinits
infant stage and most of the renovation
works have notbeen completed. Moreover,
these buildings are now run by NPOs. Unlike
businessenterprises, theydonot spend
millions incommercialactivities suchas
advertising,” he added.

According to the Commission for
Heritage's Office, the reason for
collaboratingwith NPOs and adopting the
socialenterprise approachis that many of
thevacant historic buildings are deemed to
have limited commercialviability, as it
requiresaverysignificantsumtorenovate
and maintain them.

AccordingtoDr. Lee, one possible way to
easethe concernsistoconvince private
developersthat heritage conservation can
be commerciallyviable.

“Conservationis notjustabout preserving
the historyofanold building;itisalsoabout
givingitanew lease of life, anewidentity, a
new functiontoadapttothe changingtimes.
Conservation canalso be forward looking,”
said Dr. Lee.

He said thatthe Former Marine Police

Headquarters Compoundin Tsim Sha Tsui,

nowrenamedas 1881 Heritage, isone
such example.

The compound, one of the fouroldest
surviving governmentbuildingsin the
territory, was leasedto Flying Snow Limited, a
subsidiary of Cheung KongHoldings, in 2003.

Historicalfeatures, suchasan
underground bomb shelterand a time ball
tower, have also been preserved.

The main building has been converted into
aheritage hotelthathas beenreceivingrave
reviews fromtourists.

Ms. Lorraine Lloyd, an Australian
tourist, was extremely impressed by the
re-vamped compound.

“ltisareallybeautiful place. Theidentity of
thisplaceisverywellpreservedand unlike
many othertourist attractions, this place
isn'ttackyatall. Inmyopinion,itisavery
good blend of heritage conservation as well
ascommercialization,” said Ms. Lloyd.

“Eventhough the private developerisonly
using heritage conservation as a gimmick,
theydid manage to preserve parts of the
originalstructure and successfully
transformeditintoahotelandashopping
mall. Historic buildings can be something
else, notjust museumswhich hardlyanyone
visits,” said Dr. Lee. [l
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BGOVERNMENT

DO FREE GIFTS AND
BARGAIN TRIPS
SWAY YOUR VOTE?

by eiiftering muliple treeks

Many district councillers offer free food, But Mr Pun Chi-man of the Democratic Sharing similar views, anether

host health seminars and even erganise Party doubts the importance of free incumbent district counciller whe

family trips t bargein prices to residentsin  treats. “Seme pro-establishment preferred to remain anenymous said

thelr constitueney as part of their werk. candidetes rely on these treats to seek veters were able to measure a candidate’s

Butwhethersuch treats could be regerded suppert rether than thelractual devetien te the district when ecasting their

asmproper means of inducing people to achievements,” he said. vete.

vete for them in elections has long been a But he also felt that ne regulation could The reseurces needed to fund these

controversial issue. assure absolute fairness. “So people’s treats are another seurce of contention
Technically, no law has been breached correct perception of voting is more among political parties.

as long as those treats are not offered with ~ important,” he said. Mr Chan Yau-cheong of the Civic Party

the explicit goal of seeking electoral As beneficiaries of these treats, some said the pre-government candidates

support. Yet, there have beeh coneerns residents welcome the giveaways and tended to have more FresoUrees.

thet councillors with mere reseurces for would henee cast a vote for the candidetes Joseph Cheng Yu-shek, professor of

these treats have anh edge ever less concerned. Frequently mesting & certalin political science at Clty University of Hong

reseurceful enes in winning suppert. candidate en bargain trips and banquets, Keng and & Clvie Party member, feels that

Mr Eric Tom Wing=fun of the Demecratic =~ MrZhao Se-ming, 70, is suppertive of the such offerings may affect the fairness of
Allience for the Betterment and Progressof — host of these events. “l know nothing abeut  the elections. “The reseurceful pro-

Hong Kong (DAB) is one of the councillors other candidates. | think | should cast my establishment camp has an edge over

who eften held free trips and seminrs forhis  vote to someone | am familiar with,” he others by systematically reaching mere

constituents and regards these activities sald. residents and providing extensive local

have thelr seclel value. In the just concluded But Ms Tam Kea-wing, 26, said altheugh serviees, ” he said.

district council election in November, he the treats were attractive, she still “The district council election is in fact

won uncontested as no ene came forwardto  preferred “long-term accomplishments” not so fair. However, the nature of the

run in his Chung Ting constituencyin TeiPo.  to this kind of “short-term happiness”. election, not the regulations, is to blame,”
“Residents feel freer to share their “I will be happier to see better hygiene he said. |

concerns about the district with me, no in the street, rether then getting free

matter over trivial or substantial issues, household products to improve my own STERY/ADAYEIND

during these lelsure activities,” he said. flat’s hyglene,” she said. EDMTEDEY
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SOCIETYH

EX-CONVICTS STRUGGLE
TOLANDAJOB

Despite increasing offers and improved attitudes towards them,
ex-offenders still face difficulties holding on to their position.

Ex-convicts still face difficulties in the job
market-fromsecuringajobtoopeninga
bankaccount, eventhoughthe government
ismakingan efforttohelpthemreintegrate
into society.

One of the ex-offenderswho once faced
such hardshipis Ah Kwong. The 27-year-old
man, whorefusestoreveal hisfullnameto
avoid discrimination, has beenjailed six
timessince the age of 22.

Like many ex-convicts, hewantsto keep
hiscriminalrecords private, eventotheir
employers, notrealizing that would be
regardedasdishonestbehaviour.

lttook arejection bya potentialemployer
for Ah Kwongto realise thathe cannot
conceal hiscriminalrecord by notrevealing
itinhisjobapplication.

“Theinterviewers checkedifl hadany
criminalrecordsonthe Internetduring the
interview,” he said.

‘ ‘ Due to the lack of, or
ineffective,
communication, some
employers make their
ex-offender
employees feel like

being picked on. , ,

GloriaYuenSin-nga

Anotheremployer, Turboice Company
Limited, was willing to hire himwhen he told
them about his past. “lworked therein 2008
thefirsttime. When lwasreleased, | phoned

my bossandthey offered me another
opportunity,” he said.

MrJiminey LiMan-kit, CEO of pet shop
Discovery Beetles, said he did not mind hiring
ex-offenders, buthe expected themto
disclose their criminalrecords beforehand.

He once hired ateenage ex-prisonerwho
tried tocoveritup. Hewas disappointed to
find outthe truth, which brought the contract
toanend.

“ltistrustand personality that matter,” Mr
Lisaid.Instead of theircriminal past, the
ex-convicts' performanceduringjob
interviews and theirabilitiesarealsohis
important considerations. “Theyare released
because theyhave changed, sotheyshould be
givenanopportunity,” he said.

Aftersecuringajob, ex-convicts face abig

Ex-convicts face many difficulties
rentegratingintothe society.

challenge of maintaining their position. For
example, some have found thattheyhave
difficulties openingabankaccounttoreceive
theirsalaries because of their criminal
records.

ATYRreportercalled HSBC's hotlineas a
customertoaskaboutthe relevantpolicies
onopeningabankaccountforex-convicts.
The customerserviceagentsaidithadtodo
withthe seriousnessofthe crime, but
refusedtorevealtheeligibility criteria.

“Itreallydependsonindividualsituations,”
he said. “Basicallyyou getthe same resultin
everybranch, becauseweareinthe same
system.Yetwe don'trevealto clients howwe
doit.”

Therearestillmore problemstodealwith,
accordingtoMsGloriaYuen Sin-nga, Planning
and DevelopmentManager of the Society of
Rehabilitationand Crime Prevention.

She said that some ex-offenders, who
usually started their careerlate duetolong
sentences, foundithardtoadapttonewjob
requirements, such asdayshifts.

“Duetothelack of, orineffective,
communication, some employers make their
ex-offenderemployees feel like being picked
on,” shesaid.

To help ex-convictsre-enterthe job
market, the Correctional Services
Department heldits first-everjob fairfor
soon-to-be-releasedinmates on August 3.
Twenty-six companies from different
sectorsjoinedthe fair, offering 243 jobs.

Nearly 200 inmates submitted their
applications forthe jobs, most of which are
physicallydemanding. [l
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WIMHADEARTEHORCUSTIOMERSATHISSHORPMREHANRINDSHIMSE BR
HAVING/AMEBIEIMEJNOREADDURINGBUSINESS HMR«S.

Shopowners at Hong Kong's famous antique district Hollywood Road
struggle to stay afloat as new laws curb supply

Forantique shop owner Mr ChoiWai-sem, a
typicaldayatworkinvolvesreadingthe
newspapers, listening to the radioand
polishing the chinaware ondisplay.

BusinessatMrChoi'sshop, located at
Hollywood Road’s famed ‘Antique Street’, isa
pale shade of what the glitzy SoHo eateries
and downtown boutiques enjoy.

Mr Choi’'s predicamentis notunique
ShopownersonAntique Street face bleak
prospects, with shoppers gravitating
towards the more gentrified areas of the
Centralshoppingdistrict.

Empty pavements andidle shopowners
areafrequentsightonthis historical street,
where foreign merchants and sailorsused to
hawk Chinese antiques and artefactsinthe
earlyyearsofthecolonialera.

Like many of the shops on the street, Mr
Choi'santique businessis steepedin history.
The establishment, whichwas passedonto
Mr Choifrom his father, has beenselling
Chinese porcelain forover50years. Having
lived most of his life at Hollywood Road, Mr
Choinotedtheslowdecline of antique
businessesinthearea.

“There usedtobe lots of antique shops, but
the numberisnowdeclining,” said Mr Choi.

He saidthat manyantique shopson
Antique Street started to disappearsince
2000. “There were plenty of them backin the
90s, butnowthere are more coffee shops
and fashionstores moving inand takingtheir

61TYRINOV 2011

places.”

The mainreason forthedeclinein
antique trade was the lack of supply, said
Mr Choi. He said that antique dealersin
Hong Kong used toimportgoods from
mainland China, with Beijing, Tianjin,
Shanghaiand Guangdong designated as
legitimate ports of trade for antiques.

The Standards for the Entry-Exit
Examinationand Verification of Cultural
Relicsin China, anational level legislation
launched in 2007, prohibits the export of
antiquesandarterfactsandantiques from
thepre-1911era.

“It's getting more difficult running the
business, with nearly no additional supply of
antiques,” said Mr Choi, who has decided not
topassonthebusinessto his next
generation.

“Antiques are not like otherthings. How can
one make bricks without straw?,” he said.

Similarworries bother Mr Chan, another
shop owneratHollywood Road who declined
toofferhis fullname.

Duetothe policy shiftregarding the export
of culturalrelics, the only supply sources left
forantique dealersat Hollywood Road are
relicretailersin mainland Chinaand
internationalauction houses, he said.

Butsmallantique merchants like him are
out priced by the exorbitant cost of procuring
antiques fromthese sources.

According toantique expert Emma Watts,

lowergrade antiques sold atthese shopsdo
notappealtopresent-dayantique collectors.
Ms Watts, whoisalectureratthe Academy of
Visual Arts at Hong Kong Baptist University,
said people are constantly looking to get
antiques of the highest quality.

“If youare acollector, youwant the best
things but not those of lower-class.” said
Ms Watts.

“Todaylcanevenbuygoodantiques from
anywhereintheworld fromanantique shop,
oranauctionhouse oraprivate dealeronthe
Internet. The goods of old antique shops are
notas competitiveasthose,” she added.

Ms Wattsalso pointed out thatthe newer
generationis lessinterestedin collecting
antiquities because of a change of perception
aboutoldthingsandtheirvalue.

"People nowadays care less about old
stuff, especially the younger generation aged
from 25t040," said Ms Watts. “Theyare not
buyingorappreciatingantiquesandold
things, instead they like to chase newand
modernthings.”

For Ms Watts, the antique shops are
victims of Hong Kong's rapid modernization.
“The cityhas changed, and those old antique
shopsare leftbehind,” she said. ll
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Government has no plans to deal with 4 million copies of free newspapers published every weekday

NO WAY OUT FOR WASTE

Environmentalists have raised concern over
Hong Kong's lack of a policy on recycling waste
paperas the total circulation of newspapers
has surpassedfour million a day.

Withthe launch of Sharp Daily in September
and SkypostinJuly, sixfree dailieswitha
combined circulation ofabout 3millionare
competing forreadershipagainst 13 paid dailies
withatotalprintrun of 1.2 million copies.

Inotherwords, 4.2 million copies of
newspapersarevying forattentionin this city
of 7.1 million people.

“The citydoes not need so many free
newspapers. Most of the newspaper
publishers decide the number of copies

printed withan eye on advertisingincome,
buttheyshould instead make theirdecision
based onreadership,” said Green Council
worker Ms Grace Ma Hiu-kwan.

Asurvey conducted by Green Sense on free
Chinese newspapers in September has found
thatthe companies concerned use about 2,187
tons of paperaweek. Producing thatamount of
newsprint is estimated to require cutting down
37,000trees ordestroy 62 hectares of forests,
anareathesize of threeand a half Victoria
Parks.

According to the Environmental Protection
Department, 1,195 kilotons of waste paperwere
collectedforrecycling lastyear, and all of them
werethen senttothe mainland, the Philippines or

FREEDAILIESACCOUNTFOR
MORETHAN70PERCENTOF
TOTALCIRCULATION

othercountries forfurtherprocessing.

“Astheamount of waste paperincreases,
the city needs its own factories to recycle
paper,” said Green Sense project officer Mr
GaryWong Chung-woon.

He said that setting up paper-recycling
factories might not be cost-effective atfirst, and
the government should provide incentives for
private companiestostartthe business.

However, a spokesman for the
Environmental Protection Department said
that the authorityhad noplantobuilda
government-funded recycling factoryforthe
time being, butit could offer companies lower
rentstobuildthe factoryatthe Ecopark.

He also said thatthe government would not
limitthe number of copies of free newspapers
circulatedinthe city.

“The governmentwill notinterfere with
newspaper publishers’business decisions,”
he added.

The authority hasno planstoaddressthe
issue of risingvolume of waste paper. At
present, waste paperrecyclingis carried out
by about 240 private recycling companies, and
recycling bins have been placed atvarious
locations throughout the city by the
government.

“Butthe governmenthas already provided
facilities forrecyclingand educating the
public,” the spokesman said.

Circulation of free papers

Sharp Daily: 800,000
Headline Daily: 799,749

SKkypost:506,388

AM730: 380,730

Metro Daily: 363,784
The Standard: 213,411

Source: Audit Bureau of Circulations
Hong Kong nd estimates by agents.
(April-June 2011)

Environmentalists questioned the
necessity of printing so many free
newspapers.

Green Sense project officer Mr Wong said
that media organisations were profit-
oriented and his group would not force them
toreduce the number of copies printed. He
said thatthe ideal number of copies was 20
per centof the current level.

Metro, one of the media organisations that
publish free newspapers, has setup 28
recycling spotsat MTR stations since the

company's recycling scheme “Metro
Share” started in 2004. The schemerecycles
more than 40,000 copies of its newspaper
every day.

“ltaimsatencouraging our readers to
recycle Metro Daily by passingitto other
readerssoastoeliminate wastage. It could
reach the ultimate goal of reducing printing
cost,andincreasing the readership of our
newspaperatthe sametime,” said Ms Fey
Wong, head of marketing of the Metro Daily.

Green groups have asked free newspaper
companies totake action toreduce waste
paperbut noimprovementhas beenshown
sofar.

STORY/BETHLIU
EDITED BY/SIMON YUEN

NOV 2011ITYRI7




Donald Tsang's last policy address:

What are people saying?
il 3G

_ Chats

The governnment should use our taxes more efficiently, especially
on medical subsidies for Hong Kong people. Also, the government
should have trained more more doctors and nurses to solve the
shortage of medical talents in recent years.

Ms Mau Kwai-mui, 55, housewife

Iwishthere would be more support for
studentstogotouniversityandmore travel
andstudy subsidiesforus.

MrLeung Chi-man,15, student

The government should provide more support to the middle
class. Now we enjoy adequate support, but we pay heavy
taxes. It should pay more attention to the middle class.

Ms Choi Chi-wah, 40, logistics manager

Asauniversity studentabout tograduate next
year,lhopethe government canhelplowerthe
sky highproperty price and the firstinstallment
forthe home ownershipscheme.hopeitwould
have amoredetailedplanonhousing.

MsLauPo-yi, 23, student
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Ihave nothing to complain; sofar, the
government'spoliciesareable to
covertheneedsof my family.

MrWong Yuen-kong, 40,
customerservicer

Isupport the resumption of the Home Ownership
Scheme, butlhope theincome limit could be higher, so
the middle class could enjoy thisbenefitanddonotneed
tosufferfromhighproperty prices.

MrKenneth Yan, 35, |.T. technician

The governemnt should have more
transparent policies. They seem to work
without knowing what citizens want.

Ms Yandy Suen, 20, student

More public housing should be built and the land supply
shouldbe handled more effectively to cope with the soaring
property prices.Landinthe New Territories, inparticular,
shouldbe developedto catertothecity's pressingneedfor
housing.

Leung Sum-kuen, 59, insurance accounts executive

GRAPHIC BY/ PEARLIEYIU
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JUST TRIE FIRST KICK

Rrofessionallathletestdevoteithemselvestolspontsiwhentheyfareyoungs

SpendinglmesteftheigtimeltraininglandlcompetingButiSemelofithemistiiiggletolmakelal
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YOUNG FOOTBALLERS STRUGGLE TO SURVIVE

Local soccer players face many obstacles on their way to be a professional

Becominga professionalsoccerplayerisa
difficultundertaking foraspiringyoungsters
inHong Kong because of scarce government
fundingand parentalopposition.

Government funding for soccer
developmentis limited asthe sportisnot
includedinthe elite sports scheme rolled out
by the Hong Kong Sports Institute in April
thisyear.

With little help from the government,
smallfootball clubs have to look for
sponsorship from commercial enterprises.

The clubs usuallytilttheirresources
towards professional players, forexample,
by purchasinginsurance forthem.
Meanwhile, young players have to pay for
everything - from equipment to medicalfees
-ontheirown.

Mr LiChin-pang, acoachinginstructor of
Hong Kong Football Association, expressed
his concern overthe development of youth
soccerinthecity.

He said that football teams of the Hong
Kong First Division League failed to enroll

atleastoneyoungplayereveryyear.

“Thefootball clubswould rather spend
moneyonrecruitingand retaining
professionallocaland foreign players,” said
MrTam Yu-fai, a 22-year-old amateur
football player.

MrTam had dreamt of beinga professional
soccer playerofthe Hong Kong National
Football Team since he was eight.

He joined the newly established Tin Shui
WaiPegasus Football Clubin 2008 and was
soon promoted from the youth team to the
reserve team.

Although his coach had high expectations
onhim, hefeltitwould beinsecuretostarta
soccercareer, sohegave up his childhood
dream after being offered a place to study at
the Hong Kong University of Science and
Technology.

Despitethe challenges facingwould-be
professionalsoccerplayers, both localand
foreign soccerbignames have setuptraining
schoolsforchildrenagedfive orabove.

Arsenal Soccer School (Hong Kong)

Company Limited, established in 2010, aims
atbringing funto childrenandtrainingthem
to be skillful players atthe same time.

Talented studentsinthe school could be
recommended by their coachestojoin the
youth teams of the Hong Kong First Division
footballclubs.

“I'hope Hong Kong Arsenal Soccer School
canactasaplatformforretiredfootballers
tohave ajoband contribute to thisindustry by
teaching children,” said Mr Goldbert
Chi-chiu, 30, aretired professional player
whoisdirectorand coachofthe Hong Kong
Arsenal Soccer School.

Mr Lau Bok-hung, whose sonisastudent
attheschool, said he did not know if he would
lethissonbecomeaprofessional playerin
the future, buthe was happywithwhat his
sonwas doing now.

“Footballisagreatsportafterall,asitis
good forhis health,” MrLausaid. "He can
learnto cooperate with otherstoo.” Ml

Very few Hong Kong parents want their children to go all the way to become a professional athlete.

12ITYRINOV 2011



Mors atihllsies fio giaiin loenefilt firom the govermmnentt

Like many of his peers, undergraduate Leung
KiHooftenfinds himselfinarushfortime.

Attheendofatypicalschoolday, the
23-year-old hastomake a 20-minute journey
fromthe City University of Hong Kong [CityU),
whereheiscurrentlypursuingadegreein
Asian Studies, tothe Hong Kong Sports
Institute (HKSI)at Sha Tin forathree-hour
athleticstraining, four daysaweek.

“The mostdifficult partwas taking care of
my studies [when] my trainings started to get
intensive as I had to dedicate moretime toit.
Sometimes, itwastiring to go for practice
afteradayoflessons,” he said.

Butthe nationalrecordholderforthe
400-metre sprintisnot complaining about
the hecticschedule.

He explained thatdespite having to
sacrifice time, the supporthe receivesin
exchange hasbeen substantial. The
provision he obtains now, is more
comprehensive thanwhen he first started
outinathleticsin 1998.

“With the world-class coachingand
facilities thatlam provided with, lamable to
focus betterondoingwellininternational
tournaments. Also, | do not have to fretover
my travelling expensesanymore astheyare
fully covered,” he added.

Mr.Leungisoneofabout 1,125 elite athletes
takenunderthewingofthe HKSlinthe
Government's efforts to promote long-term
sportsdevelopmentin Hong Kong.

The moveisinrecognitionof local athletes
performingadmirably well atrecent
international meets. Atthe 2009 East Asian
Games [EAG), athletes participatedin 22
sportsandnotched upanunprecedented 26
gold medals outof 110 podium finishes.

Since 2004, the HKSI has been the
government’'s key deliveryagent for
providing training and other support, such as
training facilities, careerand educational
advancements, to elite athletes.

Mr. Leung, whois currently Hong Kong's
top-ranked 200-metre specialist, has
benefited fromoneofthe schemessince
joining the institute in 2003.

Initially, the Institute of Vocational
Education (IVEJalumnuswas unable to pursue
his Advanced Leveleducation due to mediorce
results forthe Hong Kong Certificate of

Education Examination (HKCEE]).

Butwiththe recommendation of the HKSI
undertheIntegrated Educationaland
Vocational Development Programme, he
was offered the opportunity to attend
university at CityU.

Inrecentyears, the HKSI has been
collaborating with local universities to
provide developments foritssporting
talents. Underthisiniatitive, the Chinese
University of Hong Kong (CUHK] has
admitted tenelite athletesinvariousdegree
programmes.

“I'think the Governmentand the institute
have been giving me adequate support.
Apartfromthefinancialassistance, they
have arranged make-up tutorialstoensure
thatldonotlagbehindin myschoolwork,”
the Hong Kong Amateur Athletic Association
(HKAAA] Athlete of the Year 2008 and 2009
added.

Inthe 2011-2012 budget speech delivered
inFebruary, the Government proposed the
establishmentofa HK$7 billion Elite
Athletes Development Fund (EADF) to
replace the current mode of subvention,
which provides anannualrecurrent funding
of HK$160 million to the institute.

Thishas givenrise toanumberof
initiatives, such asthe Sports Scholarship
Scheme, to provide athletes withamore
conducive environmentto undergo training
and compete in major games.

These servicesand subsidiesvary
accordingtoanathlete’s performance and
commitmenttothe training programmes
stipulated by the institute.

However, elite sportsmenreceiving
supportareonlyaselected few. Many
lower-ranked athletes are lacking such
assistance, withsomeresortingtoextreme
measuresto keeptheirmedalhopesalive.

20-year-old WuHo-ching, a national
tennis player,was one of the manywho have
struggled with sponsorship.

“Travelling expensesand accomodation for
internationaltournaments are expensive. But
toriseuptheranks, Ineedtheseoverseas
experiences. have nochoice butto fork out
themoneyforthem,” she said.

Askedifthe supportfromthe Government
was sufficient, she lamented that their limited

resourcesrendered to tennis players have
made circumstances tougher.

Ms.Wu,whoisthe seventh-rankedwomen'’s
singles playerthisyear, turned full-time last
year, qutting herstudiesasaresult.

“Tenniswasonce on the list of elite
sports. But, the resources and supportwe
obtain nowarenotas muchasthose given
to[sports currently on the list]. But | will
stillcontinue to be a full-time playerfor
oneortwoyears,” said Ms. Wu, the third
player towin the women's open singles
titlesatall three local majorsinthe same
calendaryear besides Patricia Hy (1978)
and Lam Po Kuen (2002).

Currently, thereare 15elite sports,
including cyclingandwindsurfing, under the
HKSI Elite Training Programme. These
sportsare thoroughly reviewed undera four-
yearcycleandselected by the Elite Sports
Committee based onthe achievements of its
athletes.

“The ultimate goal of elite training at the
HKSlistohelpathleteswin medalsatthe
Asianand Olympic Games. To thisend, itis
importantthatresourcesareallocatedin
suchawaythatelite sportsaregiventhe
strongestsupportatthe preparationstage,”
said Prof. Frank Fu, Chair Professorofthe
Department of Physical Educationat Hong
Kong Baptist University (HKBU].

“Iknowitisdifficult for some athletes [in
non-elite sports]to make itthrough. But
winning medalsisthe government's foremost
concern. Moreover, the events thathave
potentialtobecomeelite sportsareactually
provided withactualsupport.” The former
HKSIboard memberadded.

With the HKSI'sannouncement to enhance
trainingand monetary supportto four
potentialelite sports, including tennis, young
athletes like Ms. Wuand Mr. Leung would
have less probability of quittingand more
motivation to excel.

Mr. Leung, whois one of the seven local
athletesawardedthe London 2012 Olympic
Scholarship by the International Olympic
Committee (I0C), said: "With this, | hope to
representHong Kongatthe 2012 Olympics.

“I'think thatis the best giftto those who
have been supportingme.” Hl
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AN ATHLETE'S PATH IS RIGOROUS,
ITS FUTURE CLOUDY

Athletesfinditdifficultto pursueacareerafter
retiring fromthe sportingindustry, despite the
effortstheydevoted overtheyears. Sport
cannot bealife-long careerforanyathlete,
astherewillcome atimewhen hisbodycan
nolongerendure the physical demands of
vigorous trainingand competition. Forsome
athletes, injuries mayforcethemtoretire
much earlierthan they want.

RepresentingHong Kongin the game of
hurdling atthe East Asian Games 2009, Mr
Ambrose Leung Chi-cheong, now 26, was
forcedtogive up hissportcareerbecause of
injuries to his knee.

He said hewasinspiredtobecomea
hurdler afterwatchingworld champion
hurdler LiuXiang performed inacompetition
atthe University of Hong Kongin 2002. He
was injured before the East Asian Games in
2009, but he keptontrainingand still
participatedinthe competition.

Buttheinjuryeventuallyended his career
asahurdler. He then decided tobecome a
teacherbystudying foracertificatein
education, and nowteaches at Wah Yan
College in Kowloon.

Careerfutureisthe mainconcernfor
many athletes. Tosome suchas Hong Kong
team cyclist Mr Szeto Hin-leung, 23, retiring
from sport meantgoing back to school.”Ifl
don’tstudy, | cannot getawell-paid job in the
future,” Mr Szetosaid. Whenhebecamea
full-time athlete, he had completed only
Form Five. After quitting the cycling team,
MrSzetowentback to study Secondary Sixin
2008. Heis nowstudying lawand commerce
inBrisbane, with the goal of becoming a
professional.

Mr. Szeto said there were only a few
cyclistsinthe Hong Kong senior squad, as
many others decided to leave early, feeling
thatitwould be difficult forthemtofinda
goodjobwhentheyretired.

Buttherearealso people who persistin
being athletes. MrKevin Chu Kam-yin, a
Hong Kong team swimmerwho has more
than 10years’ experience, is still preparing
forthe London Olympicsin 2012.

Mr Chuechoedtheview of Mr. Chan that
one’'s determinationwas crucialtobean
athlete. "My goalis pretty straight forward -
the Olympics - therefore [ will not stop until |
reach that goal nextyear.”

But Mr Chu said many athletesin Hong
Kong complete in high school but give up
whentheygo touniversity becauseitis hard
tostrike abalance betweentrainingasan
athleteand a student.

Mr Szeto said many athletes did not havea
long-lasting career,and many people felt
thatone could notearn much moneyasa
sportsman, causing manyyoung sportsmen
togiveup.

Parents'objectionisanother main
obstacle foryoungsportsmen. Many athletes
say Hong Kong parents do not have the
patience towait for theirchildrento become
successfulsportmenandwantimmediate
careerresults.

MrLeungis pessimistic aboutthe
sportingindustryin Hong Kong, noting that
the Hong Kong Sports Institute only supports
full-time sportsmen by providing free
housingand cateringand a monthly payment
ofabout $7,000.

Hebelievesthe Hong Kong governmentdoes
notprovide enough supporttoretired
sportsmen, unlike many other countries. "And
thelack ofanacademicbackground may hinder
future careersforathletes,” he said

Meanwhile, the government has granted
$8 million to the Hong Kong Sports Institute
to manage the Hong Kong Athletes Fund to
provide financial support for currentand
retired elite athletes. The Institute launched
the Sports Scholarship Scheme and
between 2009 to 2010 has successfully
recommended 16 sportsmen for further
studies.

Togetherwiththe good results of the Hong
Kongteam, such as Kwok Ho-tingwinning the
2011 UClI Track Cycling World Championships
inMarch, Mr. Szeto believe more teenagers
nowwanttobecome elite athletes. Butasthey
have seen,asportsman’s pathisrigorousand
its futureis cloudy.
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THE FINISHII

While most people are still at the starting
pointoftheircareer, an athlete may have
already passedthefinishing point of his life
asasportsman. Steppingdown from the
podium, what liesaheadisnotanother
fruitful chapter, but possibly complete
desperationand hopelessness.

Although they have been ahead of
ordinary peopleinachosensport, many
retired sportsmen actually lag behind
othersintermsof social skills,
connections and professional knowledge
that qualify them for ajob.

Desperateretired sportsmen could
seek help from the government, which has
setup schemestohelpretiredathletesto
find jobs or furthertheir studies. However
the entrance barsforthese programmes
are quite high.

Launchedin 2008, the Hong Kong
Athletes Career & Education Programme
(HKACEP] aims at helping retired
sportsmen to find jobs or study. However,
applicants have to either place at least
eighthin the Olympic Games orbecome
medalists at World Championships, Asian
Games, Asian Championship competitions,
National Games, World University Games
or EastAsian Games.

Mr. Gi Ka-man, 27, isa medaled runnerin
the EastAsia GamesandAsiangames. He
said that thisprogramme only helped the
mostelite athletes, butthere were
thousands otherswho had devoted great
effortbut might have never gotany medal.

“Government looks atthe medalsyou got,
notthetimeyouspentintraining,”said Mr Gi.

He saidthat most of the athletes he knew
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could not meetthe eligibility benchmarks.
He feltthatthe governmentwas not helping
sportsmen byweighing medals more
importantly than passionand effort.

“Look attheeligibility benchmarks. Only
top, top athletes will qualify, butifyouare
really thattop, youwon'teven need
government’s help. Youwill find plenty of
schoolsand companies wantingyou tojoin,”
he said.

HKACEP is funded by both the government
and business, which covers athlete
members of the Hong Kong team who have
served full-time forat least eightyears. It
also provides subsidized online English
course and otherlanguage enrichment
programmes forthem.

Yetthe benefits are available only to
sportsmenwhoareinthe firstfouryears
of theirretirement. Each applicant gets
onlyoneaccesstoeachitem provided by
the HKACEP.

Overthe pastthreeyears, more than 20
athletesreceived scholarship through the
HKACEP, while about 30 found either
part-time or full-time jobs.

“Idid notgetany help from the government
when | retired. No scholarship, nocareer
opportunities, nothing,” Mr Gisaid. He also
said that mostof hisfriends had the same
experience.

The medalistreturned tostudyand gota
degreeinPhysical Education Resource
Managementafterretiring from field and
track. Now heworks asa private coach for
amateurrunners. He thinks the schemeis
not helpingatall.

Butthe fund administratorsaidthe

NG LINE IS JUST ANOTHER START

Programme covered by Hong Kong Athletes Career and Education Programme

Integrated General English Course

Seminars & Workshops on Education, Career Development and Athletes Affairs
Scholarship Programme for Post-Secondary Education & Vocational Skills Training

Language Enrichment Course

Scholarship Programme for Undergraduate Studies
Academic Enhancement Scheme for Post-Secondary & Undergraduate Studies
Consultation Services on Athletes’ Education and Career Development

Career Programme (Job Opportunities)

Soruce: HKACEP WEBSITE

problemliedinalack of resources. Mr. Sam
Wong Tak-sum, manager of the programme,
explainedthatitreceived only a one-off
allocation of HK$8.5 million from the
governmentin 2008, with follow-up funding
from local businesses.

MrWonginsisted that the governmentwas
already makingahuge effortinsupporting
Hong Kong sportsmen. He saidwhatthe
government could dowastoencourage more
businessestosupport Hong Kongsport.

Healsosaidthatsportsmen’sown
experience actually could helpthemin getting
ajob. “Iknowthatsome human resource
managers preferretired sportsmen, because
theyare moreresponsible, punctualand
willingtoworktwice as hardasyoungdegree
holders,” Wong said.

While many ahtletes feel the
governmentis not offering sufficient
supporttoretired sportsmen, asports
academic said that they should not just
dependonthe government for help.

“The mediaoften overemphasize on how

the governmentis notdoing enoughto help
retired athletesinfinding jobs, buta
democratic government should provide
opportunities, notjobs,” said Associae
ProfessorLobo Louie Hung-tak from
departmentof Physical EducationatHong
Kong Baptist University.

Prof Louie feelsthatthe governmentis
alreadydoingwellinhelping sportsmen. He
suggested thatathletes should prepare
themselveswhentheywere still competing
inthe squad. “Sportsmen need to equip
themselves with skills before entering the
job market,” he said.

There have been similarschemes suchas
the Elite Athletes Education Subsidy and
Elite Athletes Tutorial Support, which also
provide assistance for study, before the
HKACEP wassetupin2008. The fundsare
administered by the Hong Kong Sports
Institute (HKSI). However, only retired
athletes of 14 designated “elite sports”are

eligibletoapply. H
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Sesntsare everywhers, but enly particular
eneswill pull up the memories, eltherswest
ornasty, of thesewith disesrning

Ik is thelr Unks with personal emetions and
eperiences thet maks theseents
meeningiul and casily be recognizeble by
for the rest of thelr Uie.

According to the perfume brand Demeter,
which beastsa eollection of 200 kinds of
seents, scents of snow, paint, glue, dustand
{irefly are popularamoeng its customers as
{hey remind them of the mest innocent
memeries ef childhood.

Ms Yao Pel-wen, @ Talwanese customer of
Demetsr, said on the internet thet the
Telweneses like the scent of strawas it could
remind them ef the big plecss of ries paddies
inthe old times.

Thesame recalling power of smell applies
alsoin businesses.

Seent marksting is the use ef smell to
enhance & brand image, attract custemers
and build thelr long-term loyalty threugh the
brand-recalling effect: customers mey

SCEENTT IMARKETING (SR

seentandwill relete fto the correspending
brand wheneverthey come acress the same
seent.

SkyWork Design, opened in Mareh this
year, isene of the design houses thet provide
clientswith this scent strategie selution in

Byselecting and mixing at least 50t 60
scents, @ unique scent is found to sult fts
client’s Image. Foresample, the fashion
cheln “2%° adopts a swest and splcy scent,
saild Mr Daniel Fong Ming-san, 46, Marksting
Directorof Sky Work Design.

Surveys heve feund thek seant marksting
Isan efffective sensory tool to beost sales or
promete new products as consumers would
stay longerand were mere Uksly to consume
Ina scented environment.

The wiele thing work automeatically. “You
canaveld listening to orwetching
advertisements, butyou just can't aveld
breetihing in the seent,” sald Mr Fong.

The stretegy is commenty used nowadays
In boutiques and evenis. Butapart from
simply spraying the sesnt in the alr, Mr Fong



also uses it invarious means to relnforee the
Impacts. Forexample, thereare scented
leeflets, name cards, stickers, souvenirs,
and evenscented garments liks bra.

Wihile some peeple think the memories

MrDaniel Fong
Marketing|Dinectorgof:SkyWonkMesign

brouglt by seents could last forever, others
heve doubits about the idea.

pubtishedw%, psychologisis
Rechel Herzend Trygg Engensaythet elfaction

(emellsenss)istheslowest ofellsensesto
transmit messagestothe brain.

ProfiessorKen Yung Kinlam, 45,
memory brought by scent mey not last the
longest peried of time, compared tothet of
othersonses ke visval and audio.

Hesald humens use classical condidoning
=abehevioral learning theery that explains
hewthings eccurwith the asseckztions
between an envirenmental and a neturally
eccurring stimulus - to asseciate seents
with memories. So how long the memories
can lastactually depend en howfar-

reeching the incldent is on thet person; e

Yet, headmitted thet scents can help
complex things. “Sesnt
lsa mixture of chemical signels,” said Prof
Yung. “Perhaps because each type of scent
hasmerethan 1,000 combinetions, diffterent
stimulated neure eslls are competent to
distinguish among them.”

STORY/JOVCE CHEUNG
EDITED BY/CECILIACHAN
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REDEFINING AN OLD CULTURE

Cantonese opera is undergoing reforms to engage the younger generations

CUSTOMANDSETTINGAREMODERNISED IN THE PLAY, FUNG LAU MUNG - SIUMING SING. PHOTO/HONG KONG OPERA PREVIEW

Twirling the lanceincirclesand doingaback
flip off aten-foot-high wall, Macbeth, a
characterfromafamous Shakespearean
tragedy, is performing on the stage, but this
timeinaChinese-styleancientcostumein
the Cantonese opera "Heroes Treason”.

With a totally different creation, dialogue,
arrangement, costume and setting, the play
isafarcryfromthetraditionally known
performing mode of Cantonese operas. ltis
justone of the many examples of a

18I TYRINOV 2011

“modernized” play for Cantonese opera
aimedatarrestingitsdecliningnumber of
viewers.
Cantoneseoperahaslongbeensouthern
China’s most populartheatrical
entertainment. Actorsare clothed inornate
silk costumesand perform movementsona
more or less bare stage. Accompanied by
traditional string, wind and percussion
instruments, performersare required to
finishaseries of stylized acts through

sequences of singing, dancing, musical
dialogues,and martialarts.

Theonceflourishingartisfacinga
downturn, with its hardcore fans growing old
andyoungstersfindingituninteresting. In
ordertokeepitalive, Cantonese opera
performersare looking forways toreform
the unappealing performances.

According to Ms Lio Mio-mei, chief editor

of Hong Kong Opera Preview, Cantonese
operaisrunningondualtracks, byeither
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ASCENEFROMJING HUNG BUN GWOK PHOTO/HONG KONG OPERA PREVIEW

translating classical foreign works like
Shakespeare and Chekhovinto Cantonese
operas, oradding modern elementsto local
playstoengagetheyoungergeneration.
Butitiseasiersaidthandonewhenit
comestoinvolvingyoungsters. "It takes a
verylongtime, probably severalyears, to
study Cantonese opera before one cangetin
the doorasaperformer, said Ms Lio. “Thatis
whywe are losing the young crowd.”
According toveteranactress Ms Koi
Ming-fai,another problem faced by the
performersisthelackofideal performing

It takes a very long
time, probably several
years, to study
Cantonese opera
before one can getin
the dooras a
performer.

LioMio-mei

venues. The existing government halls and

theatresdonothave stageslarge enough for

operagroupstosetup bigbackdrops. Worse
still, the rent of performancevenuesis
rocketingand booking proceduresare

complicated.

“The official website shows that the hiring
chargeforaperformance hallin Ko Shan
Theatre in Kowloon is $8,600 per four hours
fora profit-making organizationand $3,000
foranon-profitone,” shesaid. “Evenagroup
like uswith alonger history cannot overcome
the obstacles. The situation foryounger
performers mustbe much tougher,” said Ms
Kol.

Asilverlining came after Cantonese opera
was recognised by United Nations

Educational Scientificand Cultural
Organization [UNESCO] asintangible
culturalheritagein 2009. The Home Affairs
Bureau subsequentlyinjected $69 million
intothe Cantonese Opera Development Fund
in2010-11to further preserve and promote
theartbyproviding professionaltraining,
education, community promotionand
research.

One of the beneficiariesis the Hong Kong
University of Science and Technology, which
has startedan “Introduction to Cantonese
Opera” course forthefirsttimeinthe fall
semesterof 2011. Taught by renowned opera
artists MrYuen Siu-faiand Mr Lui Hung-
kwong, the course aims to nurture potential
performersandre-engage the detached to
theindustry, with the ultimate goal of
popularizing the art.

Apartfromthe government’s efforts,
industry seniors have also tried to help
youngerartists by nurturing a new pool of
performers.Some organizations have
started forums targetingamateurs, in
additiontothe operacoursestheyofferin
primaryandsecondaryschools.

Ms Liois confidentabout the revival of the
industry, butthinks it takes time. "Artwill
neverdie,” she said. “(Cantonese operal is at
thestage ofrecovery,anditreally needs the
participation of theyounger generation. But
itisnoteasy.”

STORY/DENNIS LEE
EDITED BY/VISQIHE

KWONG GE GIVESALECTURETOHKUSTSTUDETNS. PHOTO/DENNIS LEE
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EVERYBODY LOVES
KUNG FU FIGHTING

"Kung Fu Supernova" champion, Mandy Ho Pui-man's road to success

Every Saturday night, Mandy Ho Pui-man
fascinated the audience with herlongand
shortpunchesaswellasskilled kicks and
sweeps thatrivalled the performances of
otherwell-built male martial artists.
Certainly, the champion of “Kung Fu
Supernova”,amartialartsvariety show run
by localtelevision broadcaster TVB, did not
failthe audience’s expectation.

Atfirst sight, none would believe that this
20-year-old woman, with long, straight hair
andabroadgrinontheface, tobeakungfu
master.

“I'min love with martialartsand
I'mdedicating my life toit,” Ho said
with enthusiasm afterwinning her
latesthonour.

Itallstartedin 1995 unexpectedly
whenshewasjustfive.

“lwastolearnballetbutclasses
weren'tavailable, and then by
chance mymotherenrolled meina
kung fu courseinagymnasium
nearour homeinstead,” she said,
addingthatsheismorethan
gratefulforherfamily'sdecisionand support
afterwards.

Sherecalled playing pianoaswellinher
early childhood. “Butas|Irealized kungfuisa
better match with my personality, | gave up
music,” she added.

Howenttothefirsttournamentattheage
of six, winning a meritatthe Chinese Martial
Arts Self-Attainment Award Display. She
was then selected to train in Wushu (the
Putonghua name for martialart) atthe Hong
Kong Sports Institute, and fouryears later
she joined the Hong Kong Youth Wushu
Team.

To pursuethe pathasamartialartist, Ho
has been participatingin threeto fourlocal
andinternational contests eachyear. Inthe
earlyyearssheachieved merits, lateron
second runner-upstochampionships. The
numerous awards are too many to count.

“Iwentforthe "Kung FuSupernova’asit
was avaluable chancetobroaden myhorizon
andto challenge myself,” she said. “I've
never thought of winningasten out of 12
participants were males.”

ChiuMan-0n, 56, isthe founder of Chiu
Man On Martial Arts Associationand

‘ ‘ I carry on with kung fu by
constantly reminding myself that
success comes only after patience
and endurance. , ,

Mandy Ho Pui-man

executive committee memberof Hong Kong
Chinese MartialArts Dragonand Lion Dance
Association. AsHo's coach for 15years, he
said heroutstanding performance was
based onherverysolid foundation skillsin
kung fu.

“Shehasbeen learning ChoyLee Fut’,a
system that combinestechniques from
various Northernand Southern Chinese
kungfu,” he said. “Sheis good at the basics,
likethe horse-riding and the bow stance.”

“Anotherreasonis herperseverance,”
Chiuadded. "Many girls started martial arts
onlyto ‘experience’it, meaningit's

something they could easilyabandon
particularlywhenitbecomes physically
exhausting. But Mandyis an exception - she
has always been seriousaboutit.”

Horecallsthatallof her female kungfu
classmates gave up afterayearortwo, and
onlyone othermanaged to keep up foryears,
like she does.

Attimes, despite her hardy posture, there
were times Ho thoughtabout giving up since
the daily routine of training for four hours is
tough evenformen. "I carryon by constantly
reminding myself that success comes after
patienceandendurance,” she
said.

Twenty-year-old university
studentSally Tsang Man-yionce
feltlike many of her peers that
martialartswas formen.

“I'did not expect that much
from ‘Kung Fu Supernova’,” she
said. "Butitwas Mandy's
stunning performance that
prompted me to followall
episodes.|can'tbelieve thatgirls
canalsomakeit.”

Andforsure, TsangisjustoneofHo's
many admirers. Though many feelthat
women should be gentle and quiet, Ho said
herex-boyfriends were attractedtoher
becauseof herlove forkung fu. Butshe now
choosestobesingleinordertodevote more
of hertime to martialarts.

“Kung fu's both physicaland mental
training -itis ajourneyof growth,
determination and self-affirmation. [ will
keepmygoalandvisionalive,” she saidwitha
smile. @

STORY/FECHONWONG
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With a continuous flow of airplanes
taking offand landing onits two runways
around the clock, the Hong Kong
International Airportis the key hub
throughwhich this city connects to the
restof theworld. Butfewof theairport’s
hecticusersrealize thataround this

bustlinghubatChek Lap Kok are
quiet spotsthat offer breathtaking
views. Atthe southernendofthe
runway, for example, the sunsetis
simplygorgeousasplanesarriveand
depart,guided byabeaconbridge
that protrudesoutintothe sea.
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