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EDUCATION =

TUTORING PRIMARY KIDS IS A
CHALLENGE FOR UNIVERSITY STUDENTS

Workshops fail to equip them with skills to deal with needy students

Part-timetutorsfindithardtodealwithaclassof primarystudentswith differentkinds of learning needs.

Attimes, even qualified teachers find it
challengingtodealwithnaughtychildren,
letaloneforuniversitystudentswhohave
attended justafewworkshops before
taking up tutoring jobs.

MrSoKa-lok, 21, atutorundera
subvented scheme, said that one of his
studentsliftedhismiddlefingerathimbut
pretendedthathewasnotaware of its
vulgar connotation.

“Itisquitetiringdealingwiththestudents
formore thananhour,” said Mr Ng Koon-
ting, another part-time tutor.

BothMrSoandMrNgaretutorsunderthe
government-funded School-based
After-School Learningand Support
Programme,a community-basedproject
aimedathelpingunderprivilegedprimary
school students.

Underthe scheme, non-governmental
organisationsworkinpartnershipwiththe
Education Bureauto hire university
students astutorstohelpstudentswho
have difficulties with their studies.

Dr Margret Hui Ming-fai, associate
professorof the Centre for Learning,
Teachingand Technology at Hong Kong
Institute of Education, said university

students were capable of teaching
primary students because they were
experienced learners, with mastery of
subject knowledge.

Butwhiletheywerecompetentintutoring
primarystudents,theywerenotequippedto
dealwith the children's behaviouraland
emotional problems, she said.

‘ ‘ It is quite tiring

dealing with the
students for more
than an hour. , ,

MrNg Koon-ting, part-time tutor

Mr Keung Shu-sum, project
coordination officer of Tung Wah Group
of Hospitals Jockey Club Shatin
Integrated Services Centre, one of the
participating NGOs, said tutors might
need to take care of students suffering
from behaviouraldisorders, such as
attention deficit hyperactivity disorder

and developmental dyslexia.

"SincetheEducationBureauhasadopted
the policy of inclusive education, some
schoolshavestudentswithdifferentlevels
oflearningdisabilities.Butthesestudents
arepronetoemotionalproblems, suchas
gettingangryorlosingtheirtempereasily,”
said Mr Keung.

$175 MILLION

The government will
provide $175 million to the
School-based After-School
Learning and Support
Programmes.

MrSosaidthatalltutorswererequired
to attend four training sessions every
year,buttheoriestaughtinclassmaynot
be adequate to fully address all the
troubles theywould face.

Dr Huisaid with the presence of
children with behavioural problems, it
washardforinexperiencedtutorstoruna
well-managedclass,inwhicheveryone
could learn effectively.

She suggested that more trainingin
handling students with special needs
should be giventothe tutors before they
took up thejob.

The governmentannounced early this
yearthatfundingfortheschemewouldrise
from HK$100 millionto HK$175 million to
providemoreextensivetutoringservicesto
schoolkidsinthe city. |1
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BSOCIETY

DIRE SHORTAGE OF ORGANS FOR TRANSPLANT

Few people are willing to donate their organs due to traditional beliefs

Doctorssay itis importantto notify your family of your will to donate organs after death.

The supply of organs for transplantis still
insufficientdespitethegovernment’sefforts
topromoteorgandonationsin HongKong.
FigurescompiledbytheHospitalAuthority
showaserious shortage of organs for
transplant.Forexample,in2010,74kidneys
weredonatedbydeceaseddonorsandseven
by living donors, while the number of
patientswaitingforkidneytransplantsatthe
endof the sameyearwas 1,621.
In2008,theDepartmentofHealthsetup
theCentralisedOrganDonationRegister,an
electronic platform forwilling donors to
indicate theirwish, in additionto the
commonly known organ donation card.
By September 2011, the register had
receivedresponsesfrommorethan86,000
personswho have agreed todonate their
organs after death.
“Isometimes feel helpless,” Ms Tong
Yuen-fun,OrganTransplantCoordinatorat
the Prince of Wales Hospital, spoke of the
longqueue. "Notmanyorgansfromdonors
canbeusedfororgantransplantasthereare
variousrestrictions.”
Accordingtotheregulations,braindeath
donorscangenerally donate bothorgans
andtissuesonlyifthey have no systemic
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infection, noHIVinfection norcancer. But
donorsthatdieofheartdiseasescanatmost
donatetissuesonly,likecorneasandbones.

Oneoftheobstaclesdoctorsfaceisthat
the deceased donotdisclose their
willingness to donate their organs after
death totheir family memberswhenthey
were alive.

“Frommyexperience,about40percent
ofthefamilymembersagreetoadonation,”
MsTongsaid. “Toletgoisnoteasy.It'shard
toexplainwhatabraindeathis, especially
when peopleareingrief.”

Anotherhindranceistraditional beliefs.
Chinese people believe that preservinga
“complete” bodyforburialis of utmost
importance and thatremovingany parts of
thebodyafterdeathisregardedashighly
disrespectful.

According to Dr Chu Kwok-hong,
HonourarySecretaryofHongKongSociety
of Transplantation(HKST),theshortageof
organs mayalso be caused bydoctors.

“Some doctorsavoid reporting deaths
thataresuitablefororgandonationstothe
organtransplantcoordinator,perhapsfor
the sake of avoiding troubles,” he said.

Headdedthatthosedoctorsmighteither

lack knowledge aboutorgandonationsor
justdid not have “a passionate heart”.

“Wedependverymuchondoctors’active
notifications of suitable organs for
donations,” Dr Chu said.

Thegovernmentclearlystatesthat “the
determinationofbraindeathisdonebytwo
‘senior’ eligible doctors who have no
relations with the ‘Organ Transplant
Services'tocarryouttwoseparatetests”.

Medicalworkersresponsible fororgan
transplantsare prohibited from getting
involvedin “organretrieval”inHong Kong
inorderto prevent conflict of interests.

Inview of the shortfall of organs, some
countries, including Singapore and New
Zealand,havelegislatedanopt-outsystem
thatassumesautomaticallythatapersonis
awillingdonorunlessheorsheexpresses
rejection.

ButHong Kong and countries like
Germany adopted an opposite opt-in
systeminwhichapersonchoosestobea
donorornot.Theopt-outsystem,however,
doesnotnecessarilyyield higherorgan
donationrates.

AccordingtoThelnternationalRegistryof
OrganDonationandTransplantation’sreport
for2009,therewereonly 4.6 deceased
donors permillion population (PMP)in
Singapore,comparedwith 14.9inGermany
and 15.5inBritain,whereanopt-insystem
hasbeenadopted.

Various educational campaigns,
includingroadshowsandinterviewswith
university students, have been held by
organdonation-relatedorganisationsto
promote organ donationand
transplantation.

TheHKSTandtheDepartmentofHealth
thisyear created a page on Facebook to
delivernewsandknowledgeaboutorgan
donation aswellastocollectopinions
from the public.

MsTongsaid teenagersshould not hide
their organdonation plans. “Their choices
may be ablessingto others,” she said.

STORY/DENNIS LEE
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SOCIETY

FOOD BANKS NEED
MORE SPACE AND
BETTER POLICIES

Operaters say they need money as well as storage
space to meet the demands of the needy

FoodbanksinHongKongare runningout of
space forstoringfoodandtryingtohandout
vouchersinsteadtothe needy.

“Weneedmorespacetostorefreshfood,”
said Ms Connie Ng Man-yin, service
managerofPeople’sFoodBankinShekKip
Mei."Wewillbuyfreshmeateverytwodays,
buttheonlyfridgeherecannotstoremuch.”

In hispolicyaddress, Chief Executive
DonaldTsangYam-kuenproposedallocating
another $100 million to short-term food
assistanceprojectsknownasfoodbanks.The
moneywillbeusedtoincreasethevarietyof
foodsand the supply of fresh foods.

Ms Ng said that the money given by the
government could be used to buy more
equipmentand fresh food, buta lack of
storage spacewas the biggestchallenge
they faced.

OneofTungWahGroupofHospitals'food
bankbranches, Food For All, is facing the
sameproblem.Thefloorareaoftheirlargest
branchatTaiKwok Tsuiisonly 707 square
feet,including the reception, the storage
room for food and the office.

“Eventhestoragespacefordriedfoodis
runningout,”saidMsChanYing-yuk, Food
ForAll's project officer.

Atpresent,therearefivefoodbanksrun
by non-governmentorganisations
sponsored by the Social Welfare
Departmentanddemandfortheirservices
hasbeenincreasing.InSeptember,almost
1,100peoplesoughthelpfromFoodForAll
and thatwas two times lastyear’s figure.

Totackletheproblemoflimitedstorage
space, food banksare giving out food
vouchersforpeopletogetfreshfoodsfrom
local markets.

“ltisgoodtohavecouponsforfreshfoods
butthefood pricesare nowgetting higher
and higher. lhope food banks can give us
morecoupons,”saidMsMak,aclientofthe
food bank.

“We want to give food to people directly
butwe have no space for fridges to store
freshfood,” said Ms Lau Kim-wung,
assistanceservicecoordinatorattheTung
Wah Group of Hospitals. “Even if we have
spaceforfridges,theelectricityfeesaretoo
expensive forus.”

“Wehavespentalmostallthemoneythe
SocialWelfareDepartmentgaveusin2009,”
saidMsLau,referringtoaninitialamountof
$60million asfirstinstallment to the five
food banks.

Apartfromalackofspace,therearealso
some unreasonablerestrictionson
recipientsoffoodbanks.Forexample,one
hastoapply throughthe NGOs or social
workersfirstin ordertoreceive the
assistance, cannotapplyifoneisalsoa
recipient of social securityand canonly
receive food for up to 6 continuous weeks
with each application.

Ontheotherhand, non-government
sponsored food banks have fewer

restrictionsonapplicantsastheydonot
have to follow the rules set by the
government. Whoeverin need of foods
cangothereandenjoytheservicesuntil
their problems are solved.

“We visit our recipients onaregular
basis, trying to identify their problems
and provide solutions. We clearly
understand the situations of our
recipients,”saidJamesLung,managerof
Yau Tsim Mong Food Bank, which is
fundedbyalocalenvironmentgroupand
serves about 450 recipients.

However,theFoodBankisfacingacrisis
and may have toclose down becauseitis
running out of money.

“ltisdifficulttorunwithoutgovernment’s
support.Thetypesandamountsoffoodwe
candistribute toourrecipientsare
unstable,” said Mr Lung. @

STORY/KRIS LUI
EDITEDBY/CARLOSCHENG

Currently, food banks give out dried foods and vochers. The basic set (left) is for those
who can cook athome while the convenient set (right) is for those who cannot.
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ENVIRONMENT

Take a look at the nearest wall, and just a
few inches off the floor, you would not be
surprised to find a power outlet, oreven a
couple of it. But if you chanced upon a
charging station for electric vehicles,
savour the moment because, in all
likelihood, you will not find another
without some luck.

It seems ironic that while power can be
so accessible in Hong Kong, drivers of
electric vehicles (EV) have to map the
most energy-efficient route before
starting their electric motor.

“If you ask me, | can’t even tell you the
location of one EV charging station, but |
cantellyouwhere the nearest gas station
is,” said Mr Wilson Wong, a proprietor of a
construction firm.

Fortunately, the situation is set for a
change, with officials indicating that the
adjustment could take place as early as
nextyear.

Mr Edward Yau, Secretary for the
Environment, recently announced that
the government would more than triple
the current number of charging points
from 300to 1,000.

The move comes as the city looks
towards the wider adoption of electric
vehiclesamong the general publicina bid
toreduceair pollution.
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Figures  from the  Environmental
Protection Department suggest transport
pollution accounts for 82 percent of the
city’s carbon monoxide emissions. Apart
from increasing the number of charging
stations, the exemption of first registration
tax for electric vehicles has also been
introduced.

Despite ongoing efforts to push for 30
percent of privately owned cars to be hybrid
or electric by 2020, among more than
600,000 licensed automobiles in Hong
Kong, lessthan200are electricones.

“The progressis too slow,” said Mr Albert
Lai Kwong-tak, the founding chairman of
the Hong Kong People’s Council for
Sustainable Development. At present, the
government has only put electric vehicles
throughtestsandtrials.

“What drivers want is simple -
convenience and cheapness. But the
government’s determination to break [this]

early-stage barrieris too weak,” said
Mr Lai, chairman of Hong Kong
People's Council for Sustainable
Development.

For most potential buyers of
electric cars, the cost of possession
alone is a major drawback.
According to the University of Hong
Kong's  International  Research
Centre for Electric Vehicles, even
with tax breaks, an electric car costs
two to three times as much as a

comparable gasoline-powered car.

Despite the modest number of electric
vehicles on the roads, Mr Yau
said locals were gradually
warming up to theideaof green
cars, adding that one in seven
new cars belonged to the
environmentally-friendly
category.

“Electric cars are still very
new to the customers,” said
Mr Henry Yu, a salesperson
with Nissan Motor Company.

The multinational automaker recently
introduced the Leaf, a five-door zero
emission hatchback with a lower operating
cost than gasoline-powered vehicles. In
March, Nissan Motorssignedanagreement
with the Hong Kong government to deliver
200 Leafs for use by government agencies
and private companies.

The government's plan to promote
electric vehicles signals a strong intent to
improve roadside air quality and promote a
low-carbon economy, but experts feel that
itmightnot be cost-efficientinthe long run.

“Apart from promoting electric vehicles,

... the government
should also consider
changing the mode in
which people use their
cars.

Mr Lai, Chairman of Hong Kong People’s Council
for Sustainable Development

the government should also consider
changing the mode [in which] people use
their cars,” said Mr Lai, who is also vice-
chairman of the Civic Party, citing Paris as
an example where a car-sharing project,
Autolib, wasrecently launched.

“If we adopted a public car-sharing
scheme, thenwhen a caris leftunusedina
car park, others can rent it,” Mr Lai said.
“This would not only reduce the number of
carsontheroad, butwould also bring Hong
Kong people a whole new green driving
habit.”

STORY/ALANWONG
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ENVIRONMENT

THINK TWICE BEFORE RELEASING
CAPTURED ANIMALS BACK TO THE WILD

Kind-heartedly releasing confiscated
animals back tothe wild would cause
massive destruction to local habitats, if
anunsuitable location or specieswere
picked.

InHong Kong, a considerable amount
ofanimals, such as fishesand turtles, is
returnedtothe natureonthefirstand
fifteenth days of every lunar month, as
the city’s Buddhist groups regularly hold
various religious events in hopes of
auspiciousness.

Butthe International Union for
Conservation of Nature has pointed out
thatthereligious activity can cause loss
inbiodiversity since the released animals
may be invasive to the local habitats.

The Agricultural, Fisheriesand
Conservation Department’s
conservation officer Aidia Chan Sin-wai
said: "Oncealarge sum of released
animals adapt tothe new habitat, they
may reproduce massively, which can
cause competitionsand predations.”

Inthecityalone, the ecosystem,
according to the Hong Kong Society of

Herpetology Foundation, has been
destroyed by the dominance of red-
earedsliders —aspeciesof turtles
imported from the United States - that
crowd out local turtles.

Fishes, birdsand amphibiansare also
common creaturesthat locals release
duringworship, and such activities often
take place insuburbs, country parksand
the sea, said conservation officer Ms
Chan.

Oneofthefrequenthosts of such
eventsisthe Hong Kong Buddhist
Association. The association’s Chief
Executive Officer, Mr Martin Cheung
Ngai-ping, said that only animals from
the wild should be released to the wild.

“Just like pomfret, ifyou release them
intoimproperwaters, they may eatupall
othertinyfishes,” said MrCheung.

He suggested thatworshippers should
think twice before releasing confiscated
animals back into nature.

“People should neverrelease fishes
into polluted lakes, orrelease freshwater
fishesintothe sea,” he said.

The International Union for Conservation
of Nature says that even if the publicwants
to establishan artificial site for such
religious activity, itis very thorny to do so
because different species of animals have
their own ecological needs.

Mr Cheung said that his organisation
worked closely with the Agricultural,
Fisheriesand Conservation Department
ondelivering guidelines that gave
suggestions todifferenttemples of
striking a balance betweenreligious
worship and environmental
conservation.

Forexample, birds were forbidden to
bereleasedinto the wild after the
outbreak of HSN1, he said.

Localgreengroup Conservancy
Association’s senior campaign officer Mr.
Roy Ng Hei-man said that people should
researchonnecessaryinformation, such
asadaptability of animals to new habitats
and geneticdiversity, before releasing
the captured animals.

STORY/ALANWONG
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ECO-TOURISM'S
RUGGED PATHWAY

International recognition
of HK Geopark is welcome,
but it will take time for
eco-tours to sink in

Hong Kong Geopark's recognition by the
United Nations Educational, Scientific
and Cultural Organization [UNESCO) has
come asaspurtothecity’'snascent
eco-tourism business.

But operators say thereisstillalong
way to go before theidea of touring
nature sinksinamong locals.

Spanninganareaof about 50 square
kilometres, Hong Kong Geopark covers
thethe sedimentaryrockregionin
Northeast New Territories and the
volcanicrock regionin Saikung.

Thetworegion'sunusualrock
formations, unique landforms and
picturesque sceneryareregardedas
idealforgeologyand landform studies.

UNESCO announced its acceptance of
Hong Kong Geopark's application for
membership of the Global Geoparks’
Network (GGNJ on 17th September 2011.

Mr Charles Lee Yee-keung, 48, a
nature lover who founded Traveler Hong
Kong Ltdin 2000, said eco-tourswere
most popularduring SARSin 2003 as
people cametorealize the importance
of getting near to nature. But he said the
fad did not last long.

As people’'s passion for nature faded a
year later, Mr Lee found himself in debt
and even thought of closing down his
business. “Oneis confined by principles
like keeping the size of tour groups
smallto make them eco-friendly,” he
said.

Tobroadenand stablise his sources of
income, Mr Lee started offering
professional courses for tour guides.

Walk Hong Kongis anotherlicensed
eco-touroperatorwhich offers off-beat
tours, such asvisits tomarketsin
Kowloon, photography workshops and
bird-watching walks.

Its director, Ms Jackie Peers, who
hails from New Zealand, said Hong
Kong's environmentwas fragile.

She said there wasvery little setupin
the city Kong foreco-tourismand her

clients were often upset by the rubbish
found onthetrails.

“We are alongway fromhavinga
clean environment,” she said, adding
thatsome locals did not seem to know
theimportance of being eco-friendly
despite the government’s effortin
maintaining the good hiking trails.

Scholars think Hong Kong's
understanding of eco-tourism has
deviated fromwhatit truly should be.
“Eco-tourismis something more than
visiting zoos or taking photos of natural
scenaries,” said Dr. Teresa Tao,
assistant professoratthe Department
of Geography, University of Hong Kong.

She said she did not think many people
in Hong Kong understood the difference
between eco-toursand conventional
tours. Some travel agencies claimed
they offered eco-tours to attract
customers by using the spectacular
views as a selling point, but they
focused too much on profit-making
and neglected the education and
conservation purposes of eco-
tourism.

Education of both responsible
eco-tourguides andtouristswas
crucialtodevelopment of eco-tourism,
said Dr. Tao.

Butthe futureis notentirely bleak.
The TravelIndustry Council has
established an Accredited Geopark
Guides system. Atthe Hong Kong
Geopark, only tours led by accredited
guideswill berecognised as quality
geotours.

MrLeewelcomedthe newsystemasiit
could attract talents tojoin the trade and
ensure the quality of the tours.

MrEdmond Lam, a senior country
parksandrangers service officer of the
Agriculture, Fisheriesand Conservation
Department, said the governmentwas
committed to promoting eco-tours, but
facedvariousdifficultiesin designing
appealing tourism packages.
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OFF THE BEATEN TRACK

Participants trade a private truth for a free tour to atypical Hong Kong attractions

Tired of the mascots at Ocean Park and
the cartoon characters at Disneyland?
Secret Tour Hong Kong offers an alternative
way for tourists to explore the city by taking
them to the rarely-known and mysterious
attractionsin Hong Kong.

Founded by Mr Stephen Chung Chun-kit
and Ms Josie Cheng Ho-yiin Feb 2011,
Secret Tour Hong Kong organizes free tours
onamonthly basis, aiming to present Hong
Kongto guests fromalocal perspective.

Mr Chungand Ms Cheng come upwitha
theme before planning the trip for visitors.
Taking the theme “Original” as an example,
they brought tourists to Wong Tai Sin and
Chuk Yuen Resettlement Area, a 600-year-
oldvillage, where tourists are able to see
scenes of Hong Kong before the age of
over-developmentand commercialization.

Othertoursinclude visits to So Uk
Estate, a public housing estate due to be
demolished, and the heritage preservation
and revitalization belt in Wanchai. Both
destinations can hardly be found in tourist
guide books.

Asthey take tourists down these atypical
tourroutes, both founders tell stories about
respective spots, and would invite their friends
to share theirviews towards Hong Kong with
the visitors to make the trip more solid.

"We have invited one of our friends to
share his experience about living in Tin Shui
Wai - the so-called City of Misery (where
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many poor families face a host of
problems),” said Ms Cheng.

Mr Steven Carr, a secret tour participant
who joined a trip to Kwun Tong, said there
was “agood mix of people” in the tour -
locals, tourists for a short stay and
foreigners who have lived in the city for a
while, which allowed free flows of
communication among different cultures.

Mr Samson Poon, another participant,
said he appreciated the interaction between
the guides and tour guests.

“Thetourisvery specialasitallows
tourists to connect with people, which you
cannotfindinothertours,” he said.

With more tourists coming to Hong Kong
—-alépercentincrease forthefirstthree
quarters of this year, Mr Poon believes that
this kind of tours can be marketed in Hong
Kong's tourism sector.

Secret Tour Hong Kong, however, did not
gain much publicity at first. Mr Chung and
Ms Cheng handed out leaflets to passersby
before the first tour, but ended up with only
seven tourists taking part. “ It ended up
unsuccessfully. You know the typical
reaction of locals when somebody hands
out leaflets. You canimagine how desperate
the situationwas,” said Ms Cheng.

Since then they have changed their
promotion platform to Facebook. Together
with recommendations from participants,
the number of tourists for each tour has

grown to more than 30 now. Secret Tour has
attracted more than 200 participants so far.

However, showing the reality of Hong
Kongis neveran easytask. Ms Chengand
Mr Chung said they tried to stay objective
when presenting local history and stories
to tourists, but found it hard from revealing
their negative views towards the
government, such as for not doing enough
to preserve traditional culture.

What makes the secret tour more unique
isthat tourists are asked to share their
secrets atthe end of the tour. Hqving
collected more and more “secrets”, Ms
Chengand Mr Chungplantoholdan
exhibition to revealthemin February.

Despite the happiness and fruitfulness
gained from the tour, Ms Cheng said Mr
Chungand her have thought about
stopping the tours as it was difficult for
them to strike a balance between their
full-time joband the tours.

Ms Natalie Liu Chau-wa, a fan of Secret
Tour Hong Kong, said she felt sad about
this decision as the tour provided an
invaluable chance forvisitors to
understand the real culture of Hong Kong.

While the Tourism Board vigorously
promoted new tourist attractions, Secret
Tour Hong Kong showed visitors the other
side of Hong Kong and educated them to
recognize the importance of preserving
collective memories, she said. l
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With its sprawling shopping districts,
pristine nature parksand delectable
cuisine, Hong Kong may not be a bad
placetowaitinbetweenavisitto the
plastic surgeon for botox shotsora
dentalappointment.

Despite this, Hong Kong continues to
lag behindits Southeast Asian
counterpartssuch as Singapore and
Thailand as ahub for medicaltourism.
With a growing number of mainland
Chinese looking to seek quality medical
treatmentand willing to pay top dollar for
privacy, the growth potential for the
industryintheterritoryis huge.

The most populardestinations for
medicaltourists —agrowing number of
niche travelerswho seek medical
attentionin betweenaleisure trip
overseas —are countries within Asia.
Japan, South Korea, Thailand, Malaysia
andIndonesiaareamongthe top
destinations forsuchtravelers,
accordingtoarecentnewsreportin
China Daily.

Earlierthisyear, chairman of Hong
Kong's Health Authority Mr Anthony Wu
Ting-yuk was quoted as saying that the
medicaltourismindustry could be worth
overawhopping US$11 billion dollars
(about $85.8 billion) in Asia alone.

Onereasonwhythe medicaltourism
sectorhas not fully taken offin Hong
Kong could be the factthatthereis fartoo
fewplayersorganisingand offering the
niche services foundin other countries,
according to Mr Michael Wu, chairman of
the TravelIndustry Council of Hong Kong.
“Itisdifficult for medical tourism to
penetratethe marketasonlya few travel
agencies offersuch services forthose
interested,” said MrWu.

The limited capacity of Hong Kong's
hospitals mayalsobe amajorsticking
pointinthe growth of medical tourismin
theterritory, according to the Chief
HospitalManagerand Medical Director

MEDICAL TOURISM —
THE NEXT FRONTIER FOR ASIAS WORLD CITY

of Union Hospital Dr Anthony Lee Kai-Yiu.
The influx of pregnantwomen from
mainland China has filled the capacity of

Hong Kong hospitals, according to Dr Lee.

Expertsintheindustry saythat Hong
Kongshould follow in the footsteps of the
likes of Singapore in allowing medical

tourism players toadvertise in the media.

With its close connections to mainland

USD$ 11 BILLION

Medical tourism industry

could be worth over a
whopping

US$11 billion dollars in Asis
alone.

China, they say thatthe territory could
posititselfasaplace where medical
tourists can gainaccessto bothwestern
andtraditional Chinese medicine.
Organisations suchas China Travel

Services have already begun the
foundation work to build a robust medical
tourismindustryin Hong Kong.
Accordingto the Chairman of the Hong
Kong Private Hospitals Association, Dr
Alan Lau Kwok-lam local hospitals have
already started working with the travel
agencytoorganise medicaltripsinHong
Kong for mainland Chinese patients.

Private hospitals are also becoming
more proactive in attracting foreign
patients. Responding toan email
query, the Hong Kong Baptist Hospital
said that it was working closely with a
hospitalin Macau to treat patients who
have serious ailments. Others like the
Union Hospitaland Hong Kong
Sanitorium and Hospital provide
preferential medicaltreatmentand
firstclass hotel stays for mainland
Chinese patients seeking premium
healthcareintheterritory.

With its excellentinfrastructure,
world-class medicalinstitutions and
interconnectednesswith maintand China,
thereisnobettertime for Hong Kongto
jump onthe medicaltourism bandwagon
andfurtheritsreputationasAsia’s global
city. ®

Privatehospitalsareattractingmoreforeignpatientsforitsadvancedequipmentsandmedicines.
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FILM PHOTOGRAPHY HAS SEEN A REVIVAL

More young people are taking to shooting with film for
the special quality that digital cameras fail to deliver

The aroma of the plastic
photographic film and the sound of
winding and rewinding a roll of film
aresupposedto have been
consigned to history since the rise of
digital photography has made film
photographyavanishingart.

Butshooting still phtographs with
film has seenarevivalin recent
yearsasmoreand more peopleare
re-usingold film cameras. Even
young peopleare learning to
capture bits of life with this kind of
old fashioned cameras.

“The number of young customers
hasincreased sharply,” said Mr
GaryWong Yun-tung, owner of
CAMERA135, ashop selling film
cameraequipment.”About 70 per
centofthe customersare below 30
yearsold.”

Different people have different
reasons forusingold film cameras.

“Thereareonlyalimited number
of framesforeach rollof film. Itis
necessary for people tothink howto
gettheirbestshot,” said Ms Cecilia
Leung Lok-sze,a21-year-old film
cameraenthusiast. “The thinking

processisnotwhat people
hastograspwith using
digitalcameras, which
have multiple functions to
help your photos look
perfect.”

Owninga RolleicordV
and aMinolta X-300, her
film photographyjourney

startedthreeyearsago
when her parents objected to
heridea of buyingan expensive
digital camera.Instead she bought
herfirstfilmcameraatan
affordable $700.

She could not stop playing with
the cameraeversince herfirstshot
withit. She said the main difference
between the two forms of
photographywas the attitude. "To
me, film photographyis the basis of
photography,” she said.

Most of the film cameras have a
classicalandvintage look, but Mr
Wong said thatwas not the only
reason theyattracted youngsters.
“Therise of Lomographyinrecent
years has given more people a
chance touse filmand to know more
about film photography,” he said.
“Most of them have fallenin love
withthe ‘taste’ of film and turned to
using traditional film cameras.”

Lomographycameras produce
pictureswith specialeffectssuchas
distortionsorlight leaks, which
appealtoyoungpeople. Theythink
the process and the photos that
come out have a different quality
and feelthattheycannot get by
shooting with digital cameras.
“Digital cameras ensure the
quantity of pictures, but not the
quality,” says Winnie Leung, a
25-year-oldfilm photography lover.

However, everything comeswitha
priceandtherearerisksassociated
with pursuing higher quality photos
onfilm.Ms Leung said all of the
phtos shetookonatriptoFrance
were gone because rolls of films
were accidentally exposedto light.

“ltwas sad,” she said, "butyou will
rememberwhyyou pressedthe
shutterof the film cameraevery
time. It leavesyouastronger
memory of the story behind each
picture. Andthisistherealmeaning
of photography.”
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...BUT FADNOT EXPECTED TO LAST

Dwindling production of film cameras and celluloid films the biggest threats

Despitearevivedinterestin film
photography, the oncevanishingartis not
expectedtostage astrongcomeback.

Foronething, only Leicaand Fujifilm
arestill producing newanalog cameras,
with most camera manufacturers making
onlydigitalones. Currently, most film
photography enthusiasts use old,
second-hand cameras.

“The biggest threat to film camera now
isthe declining production of film,” said
Cecilialeung, a21-year-old studentwho
likes shooting with film.

InSeptember,
Fujifilmannounced
thatitwould halt the
production of three
series of celluloid
films. There have also
beenreports that
Kodak, which usedto
be amajor producer of
film, might face
liquidation due to
financial difficulties.

“Almostno
professional
photographersuse
film cameras atwork any more because
theyareinconvenient,” said Mr Rex Wong
Chi-fung, abloggeronthe popular
website Photoblog.hk, a platform for
professional photographerstoshare their
experiences. “Thecostisalsoa
discouragingfactor,” he added.

Including the printing cost, at least $60
hastobespentonprocessingaroll of
film. Also, with limited demand,
increasing costs and the complicated
procedures of printingwitha darkroom,

The joy of fitm
photography is
nat what a digital

Ms ChauYing-nga, owner of Filme

many shopsare chargingmore and more
for processingarolloffilmand priting the
photographs.

“Film photographyisonlyaninterestor
leisure forasmallnumber of people,” said
MrWong. “Film cameras can practically
be totallyreplaced by digital cameras.”

Heis notoptimisticaboutthe future of
film photography, despite efforts by
enthusiaststoreviveit.

Winnie Leungisone of them. Several
yearsago, shesoldall herdigital cameras
and started a self-conducted "non-digital
photography”scheme.

Ms CC ChauYing-ngais
anotheravid film photographer.
Afterbecomingaddicted to film
photography threeyearsago, she
founded Filme, which specializes
inselling films.

“Runningabusinessinthis
fieldisneveraneasyjob,” she
said. "But lwilltryto look in the
way of film photography: you have
toshoot forthe bestwith limited
number of frames.”

Most of her customersare
students. She observed that
some parents started bringing their
childrentohershopandtriedtoarouse
theirinterestsinthefading culture.

“Film photographyis disappearing.
That'swhy people are treasuringit even
more,” said Ms Chau. "Afterall, the joy of
film photographyis not whata digital
camera can offer.”

Story/BETHLIU
Edited by /JASMINYIU
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THE FULL ORCHESTRA WITHOUT
INSTRUSMENTS

A cappella players make all sorts of music just with their vocal cords

Listeningtoaharmoniousandappealing
melodyina hall,onewould notbelieveitis
merely formed byvocals, withoutany
musicalinstruments. Performers simply
mixtheirvoices of different pitchesand
rhythmsto create natural, consistentand
fluentmelodies.

Acappellaisan Italianword meaning “in
the mannerof churchorchapel”. Centuries
ago, itsusewasreligiousand nowadaysit
specifically referstosoloorgroupsinging
withoutinstrumentalsounds.

Five major positions, namelyalto, bass,
soprano, tenorandvocal percussion,
togetherweave out beautifulmusicina
cappella.

“Hong Kong people knowmore abouta
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cappella music nowadays,” said Mr Fung
Kwok-tung, president of the ContemporaryA
CappellaSociety of HongKong [CASHK]. He
seestherising popularity ofa cappellamusic
asasuccessofthepromotionalactivities
held bythe governmentand hisassociation
throughworkshopsand concerts.

“Everyone candoacappellaasit'snot
dilcult,” said Mr Fung. The freedom entailed
in producing this creative kind of music
explainsthe surgingnumberof localgroups
formedinrecentyears.

Mosaicisoneof the uprising groups
playingacappella. Establishedin 2006, itis
formedby 29 membersfromthe University
of HongKong.

Asthetenorof Mosaic, MrLuiShing-tsun

thinks singinga cappellahasbroughthima
lot of benefits.

“I'have expanded mysocial network and
improved my time management,” said Mr

You don’t have to be
an expert but passion
and good hearing
sense are essential.

Ms Chui Lok-yi,ACappellasinger

Lui,whofeelsitalsoenriches hisuniversity
life.
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His colleague, the alto, Ms Chui Lok-vyi,
welcomesanynewcomers.

“Youdon'thave tobe anexpert, but
passionandgood hearingsenseare
essential,” said Ms Chui, explaining that to
helpmemberswho can'tread musicalnotes,
theyprovide midi-files fortheir practice.

Unlike othermusical performances, a
cappelladoesnotuseanyinstruments but
merely humanvoices. Thedifficulty of
producing such music liesinthe skills of the
singersand cooperationamongsingers.

“Youcannottalktoeach otherifit[the
singinglis goingtoofastorslowduringa
performance,” said Ms Chui,adding that
bodygestureisthe onlywaytocommunicate
onstage.

Overcomingallthehindrances
encountered overthe pastfive years, Mosaic
doeshave some achievements. Notonly
have theyperformed locally, they have made
theirinternationaldebutin Taipei, Beijingand
Shanghai,and co-performedwith Harvard
Krokodiloes, theoldestall-menacappella

group.

Thisyear, itorganisedthe 4thannual
charitable concertandwonthe Silver Award
inthe Singapore International ACappella
Championship.

A Cappella

is an Italian word
meaning “in the manner
of church or chapel”.

Laggingone place behind Mosaicinthe
same competitionis Musepaper, aten-
membergroup formed by students of Hong
Kong Institute of Educationin 2010.

“We doubt ifwe could perform for 15
minutes initially but now, we evendid a
two-hourshow,” said Ms KaiYi-ni, the
creator, explaining howthey gained
confidencethrough practicingdiligently.

Ms Kai said memberswould workin
diverse places after graduation, butthe
group had playedanimportantroleintheir
life.

“Ihopewe can continue our friendshipand
retain our enthusiasmin music. Settingup
this group was the best thingwe hae done for
us,” she said.

People enjoyandhave positive comments
onthe performance of thisinnovative kind of
music.

Ms CheungHoi-ki, said afterattending one
such performance: "Humanvoiceissimple
andnatural, butinacappella, imitation of
various kinds of instrumental soundsis
possibleandthisissoimpressive and
unpredictable!” [

STORY/JOHNNYLO
EDITED BY/HEIIN LAI

Acapellagroup Mosaic, formed by students of the Hong Kong Institute of Eduction, currently has 28 active members.
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KITCH
SING TH

Old ladies cook free, nutritious meals for the needy

Freelunchisservedinthe Church of the
Good Shepherdinside the Ohio University
campusinAthens every Wednesday
throughouttheyear. Each month, four
groupsofwomen,aged80onaverage,take
turnsin cookingforthe church. Theyare
known by the name of Kitchen Angels.

TheaimofKitchenAngels,accordingto
theirwebsite, is to provide nutritious and
preparedmealstohomeboundindividuals
living with life challenging conditions. Its
227volunteersaresenttovariousplacesto
serve foodtopeopleinneed.

Accordingto2010censusdata,14.3per
centofAmericansliveinpoverty.InOhio,
thepovertyrateis13.6percent.However,
inAthensCounty,therateisatahigh32.8
percent.

Thefirstgroup of “angels” comprises
PhyllisDean,BettyLarson,JuneWieman,

DorisGreen,SallySperoandGerryRankins.
Theyage between72and 87 and Deanis
their coordinator. Accordingto Spero,
cooking for the church has made them
close friends.

Thesewomenshop on Mondays, make
dessertsonTuesdaynightsandcookmeals
onWednesdaymornings.Sometimesthey
bringtheirownhomemadedessertssuchas
cupcakesandbrownies.

OnWednesdays,theyusuallyspendfour
hours cooking the entrée and side dishes
starting from 9 am.

"Wehavemorevegetarianfoodbecause
itisgood forsaving money,” says Green.

Thewomenalsoservedrinksincluding
orangejuice,applecider,waterandmilk,as
wellas fruits like applesand bananas.

Themenusofeachgroupofangelsdonot
overlapandeachgroupisprovidedwitha

Withthe average age of 80,these ladies aretakingashortbreak before servingdishesto guests.
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N ANG
IR SONG

fund. The coordinator then leads the

discussion onwhich dishesto cook.
Asidefromcookingforthechurch,these

womenarealsoresponsibleforkeepingthe

Phyllis Deanis pouring milk to make macaroni cheese.
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Sally Spero says she wants to give back to the community after many years of taking from it.

dininghallcleanandtidy.Theyarrangethe
chairsandtablesbeforeandafterthefree
lunchthey provide. They dispose of the
trash, wash the dishes, and sweep the

Freshly cooked foodis served for free.

kitchenfloor.Theyarealsoinchargeofthe
goodsinthe stock room.

The stock room houses plastic cups,
paperplates,andothercannedfood.Some
ofthesuppliesweredonated bymembers
ofthechurchandotherswerepurchasedby
the church.

Halfan hour before the free lunch, the
womenhaveabriefmeetingtodiscusswhat
todowith the leftovers. Thisyear, they
intend to serve themtothe homeless
peoplein Timothy House in Athens.

TimothyHouseisanon-profitChristian
charityorganisation.ltservesasashelterfor
theruralhomelessinninesoutheastOhio
counties, including Athens.

Theystarttheirfinalpreparationsafter
the meeting. They take out hot food from
the oven, divideitintosmallservings, dot
creamontocakes,andpourbeveragesinto
plastic cups.

At noon, students and residents of
Athensstarttoarrive.Theyservevegetarian
and meatdishesaccording tothe
preferencesoftheguests.'ltisabusytime,
butitisgreatfun,”Janadds.

Thechurch keepsadetailedrecord of
the number of people who avail of the
freeluncheveryWednesdaybycounting
thenumberofplatesleft.Onschooldays,
thenumberofpeopleisabout100and50
on holidays.

Whenaskedtodescribetheguests,Dean
says, "Mostofourguestsareinternational
students, usually from China.”

AccordingtoDean,theydidnothavetime
todosuch community service when they
wereyounger.”"Wehadtomakealivingand
atthe sametimeraise children. Now, itis
time for us to serve the community.”

"Foronething,itseemsto be theright
thingtodo. Thereseemstobeaneedtobe
filled. Inthe Bible, Jesus said to feed the
sheep,” Janexplainsonwhyshejoins the
cooking group.

The programme, which encourages
enduringkindnessandenthusiasm,has
beeninoperation forovertenyears.

STORY/SOPHIAFU
EDITED BY/HELENWU
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Describing himselfasa "Jack of alltrades”
on his ownwebsite, Hanjin Tan might be
expected tohave stories about
determinationand perseverance to tell, but
his biographyis more about luck and fate.

The 35year-old Singaporean musicianis
undoubtedlyan “all-round student”in the
industry-composer, record producer,
award-winningjazzsinger,arrangerand
mixer.

ButHanjin's mostwell-known image
amongHong Kong peopleis definitely the
lenientand encouraging adjudicatorwitha
smiling faceonthe TVB music programme
“The Voice Season3."

“I smilealot. lalways think about how
luckylamto have aroof over myhead, to be
abletoenjoygoodfood,andtohavethe
abilitytoshareand give,” said Hanjin.

Herecalled that lifewas toughwhen he
startedoutasallittle-known newcomerto
theindustryabouttenyearsago.

“lalways tried to save for the rainy days,
which did come really oftento me,” said
Hanjin. Those inthe industrywho managed
tomakeagoodlivingwere the selected few,
hesaid.

Although Hanjin debuted as a songwriter
on famous Canto-pop star Jacky Cheung's
No Regretsalbumin 1998, hisfirst hit, Love
isDoubtfor Eason Chan, cameonlythree
years laterin 2001.

In2003, heformed The Invisible Men, a
music productionteamin Hong Kong. So
far,he haswrittenover 400 songsandisa
renowned talentinthe Canto-pop industry.

Notuntilthreeyearsagodid Hanjin
become aHong Kong-based musician,
leaving behind his beloved onesin
Singapore.

“Idomiss myfamilyand friends,” he
said. "My parentsworriedif 'm able to feed
myself by making music, butthey had to
acceptitas (I think) moving to Hong Kong is
anaturalcourse of careerchoice.”

While Hanjinis gradually gaining fame
and success, ahereditary medical
conditionhasemergedasanother major
obstacle. Suffering from gout —a condition
inwhich one’s body producestoo much uric
acidthataccumulatesinthejoints, he
always gets painful toes.

Yet, no matter how excruciating the pain
is, hestillranks hisjobfirst.

“IfIhave toworkallnight, so beit,” said
Hanjin. “It's nothing intolerable, comparing
tomytimein nationalservicein Singapore.

‘ ‘ As long as we are
able to contribute and
be grateful with what
we have, life can also

be happy and
meaningful., ,

Hanjin Tan

I'mactuallyveryluckyto have the chance to
dowhatlenjoy.”

“Lifeistoughoneveryone. Butaslongas
we are able to contribute and be grateful
withwhatwe have, life can also be happy
and meaningful,” Hanjin said.

Accordingtoareportreleasedin 2008 by
TheInternational Federation of the
Phonographic Industry (IFP1], 95 per cent of
music downloadsareillegal. Itis thus not
hardtounderstand why the musicindustry

isfacingagrim future.

“The marketis shrinking. My clients are
reducing my budgetandare becoming
more demanding. It means lessincome,
butaheavierworkload,” said Hanjin.

Butobviously Hanjin's music can thrive
withitsuniquenessand attractiveness.

MrJoshua Ng Tsing-wah, 21, a student
studying music at Hong Kong Baptist
University, said: "“Comparingtotherestin
the commercial market, the originality of
Hanjin's musiciswhat makesitstand out.”

Hanjinis devoting himself towhat he
likeswith endless passion.

Hereceiveda Best Jazz/R&B singer
accoladeinthe 2010 Chinese Music
Awards, and a Best Newcomerin the 30th
Hong Kong Film Awards.

OnAug 29, Hanjinreleased hisfirstsingle
Mandarinalbum, "Whois Hanjin", with
“anythingmorethan zero” asits concept.

He countshissuccessasaresultof luck
andfate despiteallthe hardwork he has
putin.

“Forme right now, musicis my biggest
curiosity,” said Haijin. “I'm just
concentrating on two things: whetherI'm
capable of aworld-class performance and
whether'm capable of aworld class
production.”

“Hopefully my concert would goonand
willanswerone of these questions. But
evenifitdoesn't, Iwillstill, just like the
conceptbehind myalbum, be grateful with
whatlalreadyhave.”

Ms Tiffany Fong Chui-yee, 16, co-founder
ofaHanjinfansclub, hasbeen following her
idolsincetherelease of hisacoustic
hip-hop albumwith rapper MC Jinin 2010.

“His musicisreallyrefreshing. I'm really
inspired by Hanjin's beliefthatanything
morethanzeroisablessing,” said Ms Fong.
“I'malot more thankful with what | have
now and thathas brought me a lot of
happiness.” l

STORY/REV HUI
EDITED BY/CECILIACHAN






EMBRACE A NEW EXPERIENCE OF
INTERACTION-BASED SHOPPING



REVIEWHE

ManyHongKongpeoplewhoarebranded
as having always-busy lifestyle might
consider shopping as merely buying the
latesttrends products at chain stores.

Butastore named Konzeppistryingto
introduce anew shopping experience,
which emphasizes notonly onartistic
products butalsooninteractionsamong
shopkeepersand customers.

Established by film producer Ms Willie
Chanand localdesigner Mr Geoff Tsui,
Konzeppisalifestyleproductsstoreaiming
tobringbackthediscoveryandexcitement
of ashopping experience and to provide
like-mindeddesignerswithanopenspace
tosharecreativeideas and products.

WalkingupTungStreetinSheungWan, it
wasnothardformetorecognizeKonzepp's
entrance,abrightyolk-yellowfacadeasif
being“pushed”and pulled fromdifferent
directions, which distinguished it from
adjacenttoold buildings.

Anabstractarchoftheshop'sfrontforms
afuturisticgatewayandwelcomespeople
tothe world of interesting products
designedbyartistsfromallovertheglobe.

Steppingintothestore,lwasimmersed
intosomewomen's chit chatand kids’
laughter.Atthecentreofthestoresatalarge
table,wheremothersandtheirkidsdressed
upinHalloweendresseswere having fun
celebrating Halloween party with light
snacksandcandies served.

Ms Kerensa Neale, one of the mothers,
saidtheatmospherewasfun, excitingand
fullofinspiration. “lhavebeenherealmost
20times. | love coming here, andkids love
here too,” she said smilingly.

MsNealesaidsheusuallybroughtalong
herfriendsandcolleaguesastheproducts
soldinthestorewerefunkyandinteresting
thatcanhardlybefoundsomewhereelse.

Indeed,thestoreisatreasury,keepingall
thoseartistic-like“masterpieces"thatmake
one hardly resist tothe temptation.

Productssuchastheanimaltoysserieshy
HaoshiDesign Studio, definitely melt my
heartwiththeirgorgeouslooks.Eye-candy
likeSoludosshoesinbrightsummercolours
lured me to walkthem onasandybeach.

Different styles of ZIIIRO watches,
whose concepthas been featured on
many websites such as Engadgetand
Yanko,areuniqueasclockfaceshaveno
markings but ever-changing pattern of
ringsindicating the time.

Konzeppisnotashopmerelysellingcool
stuffbutitisdriven byagoal-tobuilda
harmonious community. Customers can
shop,meetup,listentomusic,readdesign,
lifestyle and fashion magazines whilst
sipping cups of tea.

MrJackLam,Konzepp'sgeneralmanager,
saidhisCanadian-bornboss(GeoffTsuilfelt
thecitywassocommercialthatitinspired
himtolaunchacommunalspace where
designers could share theirworks and
others could come and hangaround.

“We justwant to make the community
friendlier,”MrLamsaid,addingthatthey
were nottobragabouthowwellthey
were doing.

Regardingshopping,ourmindsseemto
becloudedbysalesanddiscounts.Gazing
atthelargetable wherekids and the staff
squeezingtogetherandhavingfunmaking
handiwork,lrecalledonethingthatwehave
leftbehind foralongtime:aninteraction
between customersand shops.

Whenlwassmall,myfamilyandlusually
wentoutforshoppingatweekends. But, it
wasnotallaboutbuying.Mymumspentthe
wholedaychattingwithhertailorwhilemy
dadstayedinaShanghaibarbershopwhere
he had his haircut. And, | loved being with
the owner ofasmallgrocerystorewho
always gave me sweetsand cakes.

Sincethe emergence of chain stores,
traditionalshopsandcommunalplaces
where customers gatheraroundand
interactwithshopkeepershavevanished.

Peeringinsidethestore,lsawtheexact
picture of the grocerystore which I was
fondofgoingwithmyparentswhenlwas
small.Motherswerechit-chatting.Kids
were laughing hard while playing with
the staff, who were having greattime
serving their customers.ll

STORY/MANYU
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Daipaidong,withmorethansixdecades'history,isHongKong'straditionalanduniquetypeofoutdooreateriesthatoffernotonlyaplace
forcheapfood butalsoasocial spotforthe hubbub of lively conversations.

Withitsheydayinthe 1950s,therewasaclimaxofmorethan2,000licenceddaipaidongsinthecity.Only28fullylicenseddaipaidongs
areleftnowadaysbecausethegovernmenthasstoppedissuinglicensesinthe 1980sduetohygieneproblems.Astheoldownerspass
away, thiskind of old-style restauranthas become asunsetindustry.

PHOTO/CLARIELEE
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